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Fugal: Wicked Lovely

Marr, Melissa. Wicked Lovely. Harper Collins, 2007. ISBN 9780061214660. $17.89. 328 p.
Reviewer: Cassandra Fugal
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Fairies--Juvenile fiction; Secrets--Juvenile fiction; Kings and rulers--Juvenile fiction;
Books--reviews,
All her life Aislinn has followed the rules: “Don't stare at invisible faeries,” “Don't speak
to invisible faeries,” and “Don't ever attract their attention.” These rules ensure that the faeries
will never learn that she has the “Sight”: the rare ability that allows a mortal to see the horrible
but beautiful faeries that invisibly live around humans. But something went wrong and Aislinn is
being followed by two faeries, the Summer King, named Keenan, and the Winter Girl. The
attention of royal faeries does not bode well for Aislinn, especially as she learns that Keenan
wants to make her his Summer Queen and he cannot take "no" for the answer. She is left with
two choices: either become a Summer Girl (a brainless groupie) or attempt to become the
Summer Queen by grasping the staff of the Winter Queen, Keenan's mother. If she fails the staff
will turn her into another Winter Girl who is bound by cold; if she wins she will become the
Summer Queen. No matter what she chooses, Keenan's attention will change her into one of the
fey.
Melissa Marr creates a fascinating faery world that is not separate from our own but
invisibly intertwined. Aislinn is a strong character who uses all her resources to make an
impossible situation work to her advantage. Keenan is a complex faery who is strong, passionate,
and extremely vulnerable in his determination to free himself from his mother's wintry grasp.
However, Aislinn's and Keenan's struggle for power and control over each other and over the
Winter Queen seems to depend more upon sexual dominance than true power, at least until
Aislinn turns that on its head. What ultimately gives Aislinn's character strength and power is her
rejection of Keenan (despite her overwhelming sexual attraction to him) in favor of love and
friendship that helped her retain her humanity despite losing her mortality.
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